
 

 

Artist Brief: Forms of Intelligence  

Duration: June – end July 
Contract Fee: £2000 (PAYE)  

(1) Introduction 
Knowle West Media Centre (KWMC) and Digital Cultures Research Centre (DCRC) are 
seeking to work with a visual artist or designer as part of a new project called “Forms of 
Intelligence”.  

The ‘Forms of Intelligence’ project explores animal and plant intelligences and asks how 
these might inspire the design of new systems which can benefit all living things. For more 
information: https://kwmc.org.uk/projects/formsofintelligence/  

We are seeking artists or designers working in any visual medium, with an interest in 
animals, plants and / or connected living systems and experience in visual storytelling. 
Ideally, artists or designers will also have experience of working in socially engaged contexts 
and be comfortable with participatory processes.  

Skills and experience that may be of particular relevance include – but are not limited to:  

• Illustration 
• Animation 
• Video 
• Drawing 
• Print making 
• Visual story-telling  
• Sculpture / object based 

 
KWMC is a National Portfolio Organisation (NPO) digital arts charity based in Knowle West, 
South Bristol. Since it was set up in 1996, KWMC has used the arts and digital technologies 
to support people to imagine and develop ideas about social change, prototype new 
approaches to addressing people’s needs and aspirations, and share learning across the UK 
and beyond. 
 
DCRC at UWE-Bristol is a Research Centre based at the Pervasive Media Studio. We 
interrogate, articulate and create practical approaches to responsible technological futures. 
Through projects such as the South West Creative Technology Network, we explore the 



ethics, politics, impacts and futures of creative technologies through practice-based 
research. 

 
(2) Background  

Knowle West Media Centre has a long history of working with communities to demystify 
new technologies through participation in ethical debates and co-design programmes. 

Recently KWMC and DCRC have been working with artists and communities to explore some 
of the ethical issues around the creation and use of artificial intelligence systems; such as 
biased data sets or perpetuated gender stereotypes through technologies such as chatbots. 
Through this work it has become clear that most people have mixed feelings about Artificial 
Intelligence – often there is a lot of fear or utopian hope. It remains true that most AI 
systems are still made to support and benefit profit driven initiatives and are predominately 
human-cantered.  The creators of such systems are still predominately white, young and 
male. 

Against a backdrop of climate emergency and growing social injustice it is clear there is an 
urgent need for less extractive and more sustainable ways of living in the world.  

(3) The Project  

The “Forms of Intelligence’’ project aims to: 
 

• counter predominate trends within the field of Artificial Intelligence  
• explore the many forms of ‘intelligence’ that exist in animal, plant and microbial 

worlds 
• explore how we can better co-create and produce more just and sustainable futures. 

 
The project has been designed to embrace and celebrate different forms of knowing. It will 
begin with the creation of a series of podcast interviews with communities, practitioners 
and researchers; who are working with animals, plants and other living systems. Followed 
by a series of remote workshops bringing a small cohort together (using a mix of digital & 
physical) from different disciplines to: share knowledge, ideas and explore methods of co-
creation. 
 
Through processes of co-design and arts-led facilitation an ‘ethics of care’ will run 
throughout the programme to ensure all human and non-human collaborators are valued. 
Practical hands-on knowledge will be valued as highly as academic knowledge and we will 
work to create spaces where knowledge exchange can take place without hierarchy. 
 

(4) The Commission  

KWMC and DCRC is seeking to commission an artist or designer to create a visual response 
to the ‘Forms of Intelligence’ research material by:  



• Listening to the project podcasts  
• Responding to the podcast interviews and materials created from workshops 
• Potentially incorporating non-human agencies into the creation of the work 
• Working in close communication with KWMC producers and DCRC researcher Nicole 

Foster 
• Ensuring the artistic quality of the visual output(s) 

As the ethos of the project is underpinned by methods of co-creation and a widening to 
living systems beyond humans, we particularly welcome applications that take a novel 
approach to incorporating and combining a multiplicity of voices and aesthetics. 
 
Depending on the nature of the finished work, the piece(s) will be shared for 
communications, evaluation and research purposes through KWMC and DCRC websites, 
print materials, and presentations. The work will be credited to the artist/technologist in all 
outputs. 

The commission is from: June – end of July 

(5) Fees and Support  

The commission is £2,000, subject to tax and national insurance.  

There is an additional budget for materials to be negotiated with producers.  

The fee would be paid in two instalments over the duration of the commission.  

The amount of time and which days the artist can work on this commission will be shaped 
and decided with KWMC producers at the beginning of the commission.  

Travel and subsistence are not included.  

The artist will be working as part of a team. KWMC can provide producer assistance 
throughout the project, including: partner liaison, communications, technical support and 
research assistance in collaboration with DCRC. 

(6) How to Apply  

Please make a submission in a single Word or PDF document outlining the following:  

• Your practice and the way you work (300 words max)  
• Why you are interested in this project (250 words max)  
• How you would approach working on this project and any initial ideas* (250 words 

max)  

*We would of course urge you to consider ways of working that don't rely on face to face 
gathering, as this may not still be possible before July. 
 



 

Please also send a CV including any relevant links to examples of your work and completed 
equalities and monitoring form. 

Please email your proposal to Martha.king@kwmc.org.uk  

Applications deadline: 5pm Friday 29th May 

Interviews (via phone or video call) on: 4th June 

Commission start: w/c 8th June 

We welcome and encourage applications from those currently underrepresented in our 
workforce and in the arts community; particularly working class people, people of colour, 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or Transgender and disabled people (as defined by the Equality Act 
2010). We are committed to managing a fair and equitable recruitment process.  

Artist can choose where they work from as long as they meet requirements of the 
commission.  

If you have any access needs that require you to submit your proposal in another format, 
please get in touch so we can help you find a suitable option. All applications will be 
assessed according to the same criteria and submitting in a different format will not affect 
your chances of being selected.  

(7) Contact  

If you would like any further information about this project or have any questions, please 
contact Martha on 0117 903 0444 or Martha.king@kwmc.org.uk. For questions regarding 
employment and/or payment process, please contact Nicole Foster at 
nicole.foster@uwe.ac.uk. 

 


