
 

 
 

Artist Brief: 100 Years of Knowle West Style 
January 2019  
 
(1) Introduction 
Knowle West Media Centre (KWMC) is seeking to work with an artist or artists 
in 2019 to be part of a new project called “100 Years of Knowle West Style”.  
 
The project forms part of a wider programme called “Homes for Heroes 100” - a 
collaborative set of events and activities across Bristol marking the centenary of 
the 1919 Housing and Town Planning Act (known as The Addison Act after the 
then Minister of Health and Housing Christopher Addison) which led to the 
building of large-scale council house estates in this country. For more details 
see: http://www.ideasfestival.co.uk/themes/homes-for-heroes-100/  
 
We are seeking artists, working in any medium, who are interested in 
participatory arts practice and the culture and architecture of council-built 
estates and the experiences of people who live there.  
 
Skills and experience that may be of particular relevance include – but are not 
limited to: 

• craft and making 
• design and architecture 
• heritage 
• performance 
• site-specific work 
• work in the public realm 
• digital technologies 
• story-telling 

 
Artists must have some experience of working with groups of people, either 
through their arts practice or within other contexts such as events, charity, care, 
or others. 
 
We particularly welcome applications from people who identify as  
working class and have experience of living on a council-built estate. 
 
KWMC is a National Portfolio Organisation (NPO) digital arts charity based in 
Knowle West, South Bristol. Since it was set up in 1996, KWMC has used the 
arts and digital technologies to support people to imagine and develop ideas 
about social change, prototype new approaches to addressing people’s needs 
and aspirations, and share learning across the UK and beyond.  



 
 
(2) Background  
At a time of renewed interest in the provision of council housing for our city's 
residents, the citywide programme “Homes for Heroes 100’’, will explore the 
culture and heritage of the people who have lived on, designed and built these 
Bristol estates since 1919. The programme will also encourage new heritage to 
be created as new stories about council housing in Bristol come to life through a 
diverse range of activities and projects. 
 
As a part of “Homes for Heroes 100’’, ‘’100 Years of Knowle West Style’’ will 
explore the living heritage of Knowle West, in South Bristol, which is often 
defined as a working class neighbourhood. When Knowle West was first 
conceived - almost 100 years ago – it was seen by many as the future of 
housing. Founded on Garden City principles and dubbed “the five thousand 
island forest” by the workers who built it, the estate is sited on a hill surrounded 
by wild green space, and comprises one hundred streets, five thousand homes, 
and twelve thousand people. Its utopian and geographical inheritance continues 
to shape the neighbourhood today - creating a degree of isolation from the rest 
of the city, but also a sense of escape, a pioneering edge-place spirit, and space 
to tinker. The estate is full of stories, characters and a rich living heritage that is 
all too often overlooked and under-valued, both by the people who live here and 
by those looking in from outside.  
 
(3) The Project  
The focus of “100 Years of Knowle West Style’’ is on uncovering, exploring, 
understanding and telling the story of Knowle West’s hidden heritage through 
three distinct strands: 
 
(a) Landscape and architecture  

How has Knowle West’s farmland origins and Garden City aspirations shaped 
and informed its physical identity? Which buildings or public spaces have 
become iconic within the neighbourhood? 

(b) Domestic interiors 
How have home interiors, which were traditionally focused around the 
‘Parlour Room’, been reinvented through decades of changing fashions and 
functions?  

(c) Everyday lived culture 
From the first settlers displaced by slum clearance and their third and fourth 
generations to newer settlers and growing diversity, who and what are 
Knowle West’s distinctive style icons? How could the eclectic mix of hidden 
cultural heritage be explored: tattoos, hunting, boxing, horses, trip-hop, 
country and western, and much more besides.  

 
The project will include a mix of: 
 
(a) Collaborative heritage Inquiry: May-July 
Working with local people and heritage experts to collaboratively explore, learn 
about and document the three layers of Knowle West heritage outlined above in 
creative ways. 



 
(b) Making and co-designing: August-September 
Hands-on making and experimenting with heritage material to represent 100 
Years of Knowle West Style. This could include: drawing, textiles, digital 
fabrication, photography, print, new technologies, audio, performance, ceramics, 
and more.  
 
(c) Sharing and celebrating: October 
An event (or events) and tangible outputs that present the heritage of Knowle 
West back to the wider community and invite people locally and from elsewhere 
to engage with it in creative ways. Outputs could include: installations, audio 
walks, projection mapping, pattern book creation, performative processions, 
textiles, and more. 
 
(4) The Commission  
KWMC is seeking to commission an artist to: 

• Work as part of a team, including local residents, heritage experts and 
KWMC producers to develop and deliver this living heritage project  

 
• Co-create a visual and/or experiential identity for the project that engages 

local people and wider audiences  
 

• Engage and work collaboratively with local residents and volunteers to 
uncover, capture and re-present the hidden heritage of Knowle West in an 
engaging and authentic way. For example, by leading creative research, 
workshops and making activities 
 

• Work with local residents and volunteers to design a way of presenting the 
tangible outputs that have been created to share the heritage of Knowle 
West with the wider community and beyond. For example, through 
installations, audio-walks, pattern-books. 

 
• Ensure the artistic quality of all creative outputs. 

 
The commission is from May to October 2019, with a public event to happen in 
mid-October and evaluation to take place in late October.  
 
(5) Fees and Support 
The commission is up to £8,000, inclusive of VAT. There is additional budget for 
materials and events.  
 
The fee would be paid in instalments over the duration of the commission. 
 
There is scope for the commission to be split into a set of smaller commissions 
depending on the experience of the artist or artists. For example, there may be 
parts of the commission that are of particular interest and fit with your 
experience. If this is an option you would like us to consider, please make this 
clear in your application.  
 



The amount of time and which days the artist can work on this commission 
between May – October will be shaped and decided with KWMC producers at 
the beginning of the commission. 
 
Travel and subsistence are not included. We would encourage artists in the 
Bristol, Bath and surrounding areas to apply as accommodation costs are not 
part of the fee.  
 
KWMC are able to offer desk space, laptop, printing and IT support as part of the 
commission. However, aside from essential engagment and ‘on the ground’ work 
in Knowle West, the artist can choose where they work from as long as they 
meet requirements of the commission.  
 
The artist will be working as part of a team. KWMC will provide producer 
assistance throughout the project, including: project management, volunteer co-
ordination, community engagement, introductions to local groups, wider project 
partner liaison, KWMC internal communications, technical support / access to 
tech equipment, research assistance, marketing design and copywriting, and 
communications and press guidance.  
 
Initial community engagement and archive material preparation will have been 
done by KWMC before the commission starts.  
 
(6) How to Apply 
Please make a submission in a single Word or PDF document outlining the 
following:  

• Your practice and the way you work (300 words max) 
• Why you are interested in this project (250 words max)  
• How you would approach working in this context and your initial ideas 

(250 words max) 
 
Please also send a CV and any relevant links to examples of your work. 
 
This project is thematically connected to growing areas of work for KWMC, and 
we would welcome expressions of interest from artists who may not be able to 
take up this particular commission but may be interested in future opportunities. 
To do this please email us with a few lines about your practice, particular area of 
interest, availability and CV.  
 
Please email your proposal to Martha.king@kwmc.org.uk 
 
Applications deadline: 10am Monday 18th March 
 
Interviews will be held on: Wednesday 20th March 
 
We welcome and encourage applications from those currently underrepresented 
in our workforce and in the arts community; particularly working class people, 
people of colour, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or Transgender and disabled people 
(as defined by the Equality Act 2010). We are committed to managing a fair and 
equitable recruitment process. 



 
We guarantee an interview for anyone who identifies as one or more of the above 
and fulfils the minimum requirements of the role. If you would like this to be a 
consideration in your application, please indicate in your submission.  
 
If you have any access needs that require you to submit your proposal in another 
format, please get in touch so we can help you find a suitable option.  All 
applications will be assessed according to the same criteria and submitting in a 
different format will not affect your chances of being selected. 
 
(7) Contact 
If you would like any further information about this project or have any questions, 
please contact Martha on 0117 903 0444 or Martha.king@kwmc.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


