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ARTIST CALL OUT 
Occupy & Adapt - Making Space for Being Together 
 
   
1. Background  

  
The community have been busy in Knowle West. Through lockdown local residents have 
been working with architects, artists and technologists to learn about and experiment with 
digital construction tools, exploring what communities can make together.  
 
The result is a new pop-up “pavilion” that will appear outside Knowle West Media Centre 
for one month in September 2020.  
 
Covid-19 has highlighted the need for different kinds of spaces in our cities and 
neighbourhoods to enable people and communities to be together safely. Spaces that are 
open to everyone, expand the idea of “home” and co-living, nurture collective care, provide 
both escape and connection, and make space for nature.  
 
Opening on Saturday 12 September 2020 as part of Knowle West Fest, the pavilion will be 
open for occupation and adaptation for one month. The structure will then be broken down 
into its constituent parts and re-assembled into benches, planters, stages, and other micro 
public realm installations. These will be distributed across the neighbourhood of Knowle 
West as micro props and hosts for fostering on-going connections and spaces for being 
together.  
 
The pavilion is part of “Making Together”, a project by Knowle West Media Centre and 
Automated Architecture funded by Network Plus. Making Together is exploring how digital 
design and fabrication technologies can be democratised and put in the hands of 
communities to build what they want and need.  
 
 

 
 

Graphics by Jasmine Thompson, capturing the process of Making Together 
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Visualisation of the pavilion outside KWMC. 

 
 
2. Call-Out to Bristol’s Creative Community 

 
As part of the pavilion’s month of “occupy and adapt”, we have up to two residency spaces 
for artists and creative practitioners to respond to one, some, or all of the provocations 
below:   
  

• What kind of collective or public spaces do we want and need in our 
neighbourhoods and cities? 

• What does it mean to come together now, in a socially distanced world? 
• How can notions of “home” and “work” be expanded and customised?  
• What are we craving or missing? A space of healing; a space for collective care; a 

space for play; a space for telling our untold stories; a space to rest, sleep and 
dream...?  

• What tools and processes do we need to transform the space we have into the 
space we need?  

  
The residencies can take the form of performance(s), screening(s), workshop(s), 
gathering(s), talk(s), showing existing work, making new work, trying out an experiment or 
collective experience, or other creative responses.  
 
The activity must be:  
 

• Compliant with KWMC’s COVID-19 safety measures;  
• Inspired by the structure of the pavilion and the above prompts and provocations; 
• Mindful and adaptable to different weather conditions; 
• Sharable with small socially distanced groups and/or virtual audiences; 
• Documented in some way. 

 
We have a commission budget of £2500. This fee may be given to one or two artists / 
collectives, depending on scale of idea and duration of occupation.   
  
KWMC producers can offer guidance around COVID-19 safety precautions and access to 
digital kit (cameras, etc) and tech support. 
  
 
3. How to apply 
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We know that freelancers’ time is precious and so we want to make this application as 
simple as possible. Please answer each of these questions, in no more than 150 words for 
each response: 
 

1) Who are you and what is your practice?  
2) Provide links to 3 relevant projects from your current or past work.  
3) What would you like to do and how is it inspired by the structure and provocations? 
4) How will it be COVID safe? 
5) How could what you do be documented and shared? 
6) Proposed duration of activity. Minimum is one day, maximum is one week.  
7) The ideal dates for your activity AND any dates that you would not be able to do 

your activity** 
8) Contact details 

 
* We particularly welcome applications from creatives who are currently underrepresented 
in our workforce and in the arts community; particularly those who identify as working 
class, people of colour, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender people, and disabled people (as 
defined by the Equality Act 2010). 
  
**The pavilion is available for occupation & adaptation between 17 September and 8 
October 2020.  
  
Please send your application in a single pdf document to martha.king@kwmc.org.uk 
by noon on Friday 4 September 2020.  
 
You can record yourself answering the questions by speaking into your phone via video or 
audio if you would prefer not to write or if writing is not an accessible format for you. Your 
video or audio should be no longer than 5 minutes.  
  
Find out more about Making Together and the We Can Make initiative at 
https://kwmc.org.uk/projects/wecanmake/ 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 


