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“100 Years of Knowle West Style’’ Project Outline 
 
Background and project description: 
 
“100 Years of Knowle West Style” forms part of a wider programme called “Homes for 
Heroes 100” - a collaborative set of events and activities across Bristol marking the 
centenary of the 1919 Housing and Town Planning Act (known as The Addison Act after 
the then Minister of Health and Housing Christopher Addison) which led to the building of 
large-scale council house estates in this country. For more detail see: 
http://www.ideasfestival.co.uk/themes/homes-for-heroes-100/  

At a time of renewed interest in the provision of council housing for our city's residents, 
the citywide programme “Homes for Heroes 100’’ will explore the culture and heritage of 
the people who have lived on, designed and built these Bristol estates since 1919. 
The programme will also encourage new heritage to be created as new stories about 
council housing in Bristol come to life through a diverse range of activities and projects.  

As a part of “Homes for Heroes 100’’, Knowle West Media Centre’s (KWMC) “100 Years 
of Knowle West Style’’ will explore the living heritage of Knowle West, in South Bristol, 
which is often defined as a working class neighbourhood. When Knowle West was first 
conceived - almost 100 years ago – it was seen by many as the future of housing. 
Founded on Garden City principles and dubbed “the five thousand island forest” by the 
workers who built it, the estate is sited on a hill surrounded by wild green space, and 
comprises one hundred streets, five thousand homes, and twelve thousand people. Its 
utopian and geographical inheritance continues to shape the neighbourhood today - 
creating a degree of isolation from the rest of the city but also a sense of escape, a 
pioneering edge-place spirit, and space to tinker. Knowle West is full of stories, 
characters and a rich living heritage that is sometimes overlooked and under-valued, both 
by the people who live here and people outside.  

Aims and focus: 
 
The aim of the project is to increase confidence and pride within the community through 
surfacing and celebrating its heritage and creating a range of resources to enable people 
to better engage with it.  
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The focus of “100 Years of Knowle West Style’’ is uncovering, exploring, understanding 
and telling the story of Knowle West’s hidden heritage through three distinct strands: 

(a) Landscape and architecture   
How has Knowle West’s farmland origins and Garden City aspirations shaped and 
informed its physical identity? Which buildings or public spaces have become iconic 
within the neighbourhood? 

(b) Domestic interiors 
How have home interiors, which were traditionally focused around the ‘Parlour Room’, 
been reinvented through decades of changing fashions and functions?  

(c) Everyday lived culture  
From the first settlers displaced by slum clearance and their third and fourth 
generations to newer settlers and growing diversity, who and what are Knowle West’s 
distinctive style icons? How could the eclectic mix of hidden cultural heritage be 
explored: tattoos, hunting, boxing, horses, trip-hop, country and western, and much 
more besides.  

The project includes three phases: 
 
(1) Collaborative Heritage Inquiry: May-July 

A participative process of discovery, learning, and documenting the heritage of Knowle 
West over the last 100 years. This will be designed as “research as theatre”, with local 
residents collaborating with an artist and heritage specialists to make the research 
process as accessible, visible, and engaging as possible. The aim is to value the 
expertise and know-how of local people and enable them to learn new skills in research, 
documentation, sense-making and story-telling. The collaborative inquiry could include a 
mix of the following activities:  

(a) Training and skills workshops in documentation, research skills and working 
with archives.  

(b) Heritage expertise exchanges (talks, inspiration visits, learning) 
(c) Engaging with archive material:  from architectural drawings, to accounts of life 

before, during and after the “great build”, interviews, photographs, and film – 
for example including the legendary Knowle West TV from the 1970s. 
(https://kwmc.org.uk/projects/kwtv/)  

(d) Style appreciation: surveying the neighbourhood using audio and visual tools to 
discover hidden creative architectural and landscape adaptations and hacks; 
interviewing people to discover and document the DIY spirit of the community 
and how people adapted the Addison Act recipe to their own changing needs.  

(e) A series of “Home Tours” through the decades with representatives of different 
generations.  

(f) Interviews and documentation with a series of “Knowle West Style Icons” – a 
process of discovering Knowle West’s stylish people. 
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The collaborative inquiry will take place as far as possible in the public spaces and public 
realm of Knowle West – the library, tattoo studio, community centre, hair salons, and 
chicken shop. KWMC can be used as an open “live archive” space for the duration of the 
project to assemble and share the process of the research.  
 
(2) Making and co-designing: August-September  
 
The second phase focuses on a collaborative process to reflect, filter and sort the 
material gathered, in order to identify common threads and narratives of heritage through 
the three strands of Knowle West Style outlined in the ‘Aims & Focus’ section. Again an 
artist will work with local volunteers in a participative way to reflect on the material 
gathered and run hands-on making sessions to creatively represent 100 Years of Knowle 
West Style. Making sessions could include: drawing, textiles, digital fabrication, 
photography, print, new technologies, audio, performance, ceramics, and more. 
 
(3) Sharing and celebrating: October 
 
This final phase will focus on representing the heritage of Knowle West back to the wider 
community and inviting people locally and from elsewhere to engage with it in creative 
ways. Again the artist will work with local volunteers to create an event (or events) and 
tangible outputs that represent 100 years of Knowle West style. Outputs could include: 
installations, audio walks, projection mapping, pattern book creation, performative 
processions, textiles, and more. 

Outcomes: 
The outcomes from the project will be: 

(a) Development of committed cohort of volunteers who will: 
• learn about Knowle West heritage 
• develop their skills to surface, document, and tell the heritage story of 

Knowle West 
• become ambassadors and performers of their own histories / heritage 
• inspire others to find out more about their heritage 

(b) Increased local pride 
(c) Documentation of previously under-represented heritages and histories 
(d) Celebration of Knowle West heritage  
(e) An accessible celebration event that will engage local people and encourage 
visitors from outside the area to come to Knowle West  
(f) Increased learning and understanding about the Addison Act and Knowle West 
histories 
(g) More people will develop skills in researching, documenting,  making, designing 
and public-speaking 
(h) Volunteers trained in production management, installation and stewarding 
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Legacy: 
The outputs from the project will create a living legacy for the project, and a resource for 
people to creatively engage with the heritage of Knowle West.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


